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SOCIAL SCIENCES 4220 
METHOD AND THEORY IN ARCHAEOLOGY 

FALL 2013 
T/TH 11:05 – 12:20 

ACADEMIC OFFICE BLDG ANNEX 106 
 
 

 
Professor:        Dr. Sam Sweitz 
Office:               Academic Office Building, Room 213 
Telephone:        Dr. Sweitz, 487-1476 
                          Social Sciences Department, 487-2113 
E-mail:              srsweitz@mtu.edu  
Office Hours:    Wednesdays 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
 
Principle Texts 
  
Ashmore, Wendy and Robert Sharer   
  2010  Discovering Our Past: A Brief Introduction to Archaeology, 5th edition.  McGraw 

Hill, New York. 
 
Trigger, Bruce  
  2006  A History of Archaeological Thought, 2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 

New York.  
 
Selected Readings  
 
Selected articles to be distributed weekly throughout the semester 
 
 
Course Content 
 
This course will explore themes concerned with the intellectual development of the field 
of archaeology, including the research methods, theoretical concepts, and problems that 
have come to characterize the history of archaeology as a discipline.  The course is 
divided into two unequal sections, the first dealing with current aspects of archaeological 
methodology and the second dealing with the historical development of the field of 
archaeology.  The section on methodology will address some of the varied ways in which 
archaeologists conduct field research.  The methods used today represent a long history 
of trial and error as archaeologists have created increasingly sophisticated methods for 
recovering archaeological data.  The second section of the course will be dedicated to the 
examination of the evolution of archaeological thought from antiquity to present day.  We 
will explore the major paradigms that have come to characterize different chronological 
periods of archaeological history.    
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As part of this course you will be asked to conduct research on an archaeological subject 
area that will hopefully illuminate the varied, if somewhat random, ways that 
archaeological methods and theories have been applied in the past.  Your research will 
serve as a specific case study which will help you to link the trends you learn about in 
class with historically particular contexts in which archaeology occurs.   
 
It is my hope that at the end of this course you will have a much broader and deeper 
understanding of why archaeologists do and say the things they do about the past and 
how the process of discovery has changed through time.  Ultimately, what you learn 
regarding the history of archaeology in particular will help to illustrate the general trends 
that characterize how we as human beings have through time come to understand and 
interpret the world around us.  
     
Grading  
 
Your course grade will be the sum of your test, written, presentation, and participation 
scores, divided by a possible 400 points for the class.   The Course grade is comprised of 
the following: two examinations (2 x 100 points = 200 points or 50%), one research 
paper (1 x 100 points = 100 points or 25%), a research paper presentation (1 x 25 or 
6.25%), and seminar participation (25 x 3 points = 75 points or 18.75%). Letter grades 
for exams, papers, and for the final grade will be assigned according to the following 
point scale:  
       
 A = 100 – 90%            B = 88.9 – 80%              C = 78.9 – 70%              D = 68.9 – 60% 
AB = 89.9 – 89%        BC = 79.9 – 79%            CD = 69.9 – 69%            F = 59 – 0.00%. 
 
The mid-term exam will be held during the regularly scheduled class time on October 
24th.  The final exam will be a take-home exam distributed during the last week of class 
and will be due on the day scheduled for the final exam, December 19th.  Both exams 
will cover material presented in lecture and in the reading assignments.  The exams will 
not be cumulative in a strict sense of the word.  However, learning is cumulative and your 
understanding of material presented in the first half of the course will certainly aid your 
understanding and inform your answers on the final.   
 
The research paper will involve research on a particular research subject that you will 
select as we work through the class.  In this paper each student will research, summarize, 
and critique their subject topic in light of the greater history of archaeological method and 
theory.  The research paper should be approximately 15-20 typed, double spaced pages in 
length, and will include all relevant citations.  Paper topic abstracts, including a list of 
preliminary article citations, will be due on October 24th.  The paper will be due on the 
day of the final regular class meeting December 12th.   

 
 A Tip: Searchable databases such as WorldCat and the Social Sciences Abstracts 
 (both available through the Van Pelt Library website) are valuable resources 
 useful for finding books and journal articles related to your subject of interest. 
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You will present the findings of your research paper in a presentation scheduled during 
the last regular week of class.  Each student will be allotted 20 minutes to present their 
results and to field questions on their findings.  I will evaluate your presentation and 
provide you with constructive feedback on your performance. 
 
Finally, you will also be evaluated with regard to your level of in class participation and 
preparation.  This class will be treated more as a seminar than a lecture course and as 
such your participation is vital.  I expect that you will come to class having read and 
critically evaluated the required readings for the week, and will be ready to contribute to 
class discussion.  I will assign each of you individual sections from each chapter and you 
will be responsible for presenting these sections to the class the following week.  As part 
of your presentation you should formulate 2 or 3 discussion questions based on your 
assigned chapter sections to present to the group.  These questions will be included at 
the end of your reading summaries.   
 
I will require a 1-2 page summary of your readings for the week to be turned in at the 
beginning of class each Tuesday.  I will provide you discussion topic questions in 
advance to help you critically evaluate the material for the week and will expect you to 
address these questions as part of your summary.  Overall each class period (25 meetings) 
will be worth 3 participation points, which I will award for class attendance and 
participation.     
      
Class Absences and Make-up Exams 
 
In a small seminar style course, absences are detrimental to both the student missing class 
and to the whole class.  Each student’s participation and input is vital if our time together 
is to be successful.  It is for this reason that I ask that you attend all class periods, except 
in cases of extreme circumstances or due to one of the excused absences as defined by the 
University make-up examination policy. 
 
Make-up examinations will only be given to students who can document a legitimate 
absence as defined in the University Policies section of the Student Handbook 
(subsection Attendance Policy).  Excused absences include: 1) participation in an event 
on the university authorized activity list,   2) a death or major illness in the student’s 
immediate family, 3) illness of a dependent family member, 4) participation in legal 
proceedings that require the student’s presence, 5) a religious holy day, 6) illness that is 
too severe or contagious for the student to attend class (as determined by a physician in 
writing),  7) required participation in military duties.  The validity of all other absences 
will be at the discretion of the instructor.  
 
A student, when possible should notify the instructor prior to a missed exam, but must 
notify the instructor by the following class period (via phone, email, or in person).  As 
outlined in the Attendance Policy subsection, the instructor is under no obligation to 
provide a make-up exam in the case of an unexcused absence.  If you do have a 
documented excuse you will be given a make-up exam within 30 calendar days of your 
last excused absence.  
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Academic Integrity 
 
It is up to student and instructor to uphold the scholastic integrity of Michigan 
Technological University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty.  
As defined in the University Policies of the Student Handbook, scholastic dishonesty 
includes, but is not exclusive to, the unauthorized acquirement or distribution of 
information and/or plagiarism.  Questions concerning scholastic dishonesty are directed 
to the Academic Integrity Policy (http://www.mtu.edu/dean/conduct/policy/academic-
integrity/).  Additional questions or concerns should be directed to the instructor.  Any 
student caught cheating on an exam will be required to turn in their test immediately, will 
receive a zero for the exam, and a report will be filed with the Dean of Students, Office of 
Judicial Affairs.  Incidences concerning plagiarism will be turned over to the Dean of 
Students, Office of Judicial Affairs for adjudication.         
 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you 
believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Dean of 
Students, Room 170 of the Administration Building.  The phone number is 487-2212.   
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Social Sciences 4220: Tentative Course Schedule 
 
Week Date Topic Readings 

     1 Sept. 3 / 5 Introduction  A&S Ch. 1 
  The Discipline of Archaeology   
  
     2 Sept. 10 / 12 Arch. Approaches to the Past                     A&S Ch. 4-5 
   
     3 Sept. 17 / 19 Reconstructing and Understanding            A&S Ch. 6-8  
  the Past 
 
     4 Sept. 24 / 26 Studying the Past w/ Archaeology Trig. Chapter 1 
   
     5 Oct. 1 / 3 Classical Archaeologies Trig. Chapter 2  
 
     6 Oct. 8 / 10 Antiquarianism, the Enlightenment, Trig. Chapter 3  

     & the Scientific Method 

     7 Oct. 15 / 17 The History of Prehistory Trig. Chapter 4 

     8 Oct. 22 / 24 Colonialism, Evolution, and Arch. Trig. Chapter 5 

 

 First Exam / Research Paper Abstracts Due in Class October 24th 

 

     9 Oct. 29 / 31 The Culture-Historical Approach Trig. Chapter 6 

    10 Nov. 5 / 7 Functional-Processual Archaeology Trig. Chapter 7 

    11 Nov. 12 / 14 Processualism & Postprocessualism Trig. Chapter 8 
 
    12 Nov. 19 / 21 Archaeology in Today’s World Trig. Chapter 9 

   Hodder & Hutson 

   Chap. 8:156-170 

    13 Thanksgiving Break – The Week of November 25th – 29th   

    14 Dec. 3 / 5 The Relevance of Archaeology Trig. Chapter 10 

   Hodder & Hutson 

   Chap. 8:171-205 

   

    15 Dec. 10 / 12 Presentations / Course Summary 

 Research Paper Due in Class December 12th  

 Final Take-Home Exam Due December 19th by 5 p.m. 
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